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trusted officers. Abu Hussein received kindly the veteran
Moghul, and shewing him his vast stores of food and
ammunition, tried to convince him how hopeless was the
siege. He then sent him back to the emperor with a letter
in which lie deplored the mutual slaughter of the faithful,
and offered to pay as tribute ten million rupees as well as
a present of ten million rupees for each attempt that
Aurangzib had made to storm the fortress. If the emperor
preferred it he would provision the besieging army, so as to
facilitate its retirement. Aurangzib angrily refused to
cross the golden bridge. He sent back a message that he
would never pardon Abu Hussein until he had seen him
stand in front of him with clasped hands. Exasperated
at his failure to raise batteries to command the fortress,
Aurangzib decided to undermine its walls. To the skill of
tlie engineers the emperor added his own cunning. lie
drew up his army as if to assault a spot where three mines
had been dug under the walls. By this device he wished
to draw there a large number of the garrison and blow
them up together with the fortifications. But Abdur
Razzak's skill was superior to that of the imperial engineers.
Countermining, he discovered the mines and wetted the gun-
powder on the side of the fortress. The result was that
when the mines were fired only one ignited. It blew out-
wards and harmless to the garrison, killed a number of
the besiegers. The garrison instantly sallied out and in
the confusion inflicted heavy loss on their enemies* The
besiegers had no sooner driven back the sallying party
than the second mine exploded unexpectedly, and proved
also far more fatal to the Moghuls than to the fortress,

The emperor resolved once again to build the mound
and raise on it heavy batteries. But ill-fortune attended
lus every enterprise. On the completion of the mound and the
erection of the batteries, he ordered a general assault. But
a violent storm broke and in a few minutes turned the
countryside into a sea of mud. In the water-logged ground
the Moghul battalions could neither advance nor retire,